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BAR BRIEFS
rather than to give it a construction that will make it unconstitutional.
4. The courts will not state what the law ought to be but what
the rights of the individual parties involved in the particular law suit
are.
5. The courts will not inquire into 'the motives or the reasons
for passing a law. They will not undertake to determine the wisdom
or the policy of the law, but will take it as they find it.
6. Congress (or the Legislature) has the power to pass tyrannical,
oppressive or unjust laws, and the same will be law unless they come
in conflict with the fundamental law plainly established by the Constitu-
tion.
Certain it is that many fail or refuse to understand that the funda-
mental law must stand above what a few of us occasionally may deem
to be the "higher interests of humanity". Certain it is, also, at least
to the practicing lawyer, that court usurpation needs to be feared far
less than legislative usurpation, for the courts very graciously evade
the constitutional issues when the rights of the parties litigant before
them can be determined by decision on other questions.
State Bar Association meets at Grand Forks, September 6 and 7.
PREMIUM RATE ADJUSTMENTS
The North Dakota Workmen's Compensation Bureau made its
premium rate adjustments recently, effective July ISt, 1927. Rates
were reduced in twenty classifications and increased in thirty-one
classifications. Dividends were provided as follows: io% in four-
teen classifications, 20% in sixteen classifications, and 30% in fifteen
classifications.
Assuming that the payrolls for the coming year will be approxi-
mately the same as those for the past year, in the different lines of
business, the net result of these adjustments will be an increase of
approximately $13,36o.oo in premium receipts in the classifications in
which the rates were increased, and a decrease of about $1,51o.oo in
premium receipts for the classifications in which rates were decreased
or dividends granted, or both. In other words, there will be a net
reduction in compensation premium collections of about $38,000.00 for
the new year.
It has been estimated that the effect of Senate Bill No. 65, pro-
viding for reduction of the maximum amounts payable for injuries
to workmen, will result in reducing the cost of all injuries about twenty
per cent. As the law will be operative for only the latter half of
1927, such anticipated cost reduction would run to about $50,000.00
for that year. The net decrease in premium requirements hereinbefore
referred to will, therefore, represent a 75% approximation of such
anticipated cost reduction. This is about as close an approximation
as could reasonably be expected at this time.
State Bar Association meets at Grand Forks, September 6 and 7.
NEWS NOTES
Lord Hewart of Bury, Lord Chief Justice of England, will be one
of the speakers at the American Bar Association meeting.
BAR BRIEFS
The legal profession is judged from the poorest rather than from
the best lawyers according to Chief Justice Marshall of the Supreme
Court of Ohio.
The law schools of North Dakota and South Dakota will here-
after cooperate in the publication of the recently established Dakota
Law Review.
Is this a worth while question? Should the State be required to
submit to standards of law as pronounced by trial courts while in-
dividuals have the right to be heard by an appellate tribunal ?
The estate of a Cincinnati lawyer has just been appraised at
$2,8o6,612.Io, but we note that the natural increase from the rise in
value of well chosen securities was responsible for much of this ac-
cumulation.
The U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals refused to disbar a Nebraska
lawyer who had pleaded guilty to a charge of manufacturing and pos-
sessing home brew, declaring the court had no regulatory power over
the private life of a member of the Bar.
For the purpose of advancing the work of the Citizenship Com-
mittee of the American Bar Association that organization plans: to
place the work in the various states in the hands of the State Vice-
President of the American Bar Association.
Following recent investigations the New York Supreme Court
announces new rules raising preliminary educational requirements for
law study to one year of College or University training after October
15, 1928, and two years of such training after October 15, 1929.
California is said to have adopted the most drastic "habitual
criminal" law in the country during the past winter. Two convictions
for major felonies or three of any grade makes the "habitual" subject
to life imprisonment, and a fourth eliminates the eligibility to parole.
"I have always thought, from my earliest youth till now, that
the greatest scourge an angry Heaven ever inflicted upon an ungrate-
ful and a sinning people, was an igorant, a corrupt, or a dependent
judiciary". So spoke John Marshall at the Virginia Constitutional
Convention.
An applicant for admission to the Bar recently wrote: "Will you
pleas give me the Information from your Department and stating the
Ximation of Law when will be started sir. and i should Like to know
if that the center for taking Ximation for lawyer. I am asking a big
Information to you and i have been in these cauntry about Five years,
and i complete oIl the corses of Lawyer sir."
State Bar Association meets at Grand Forks, September 6 and 7.
